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The NIH and R01 Grants

• Receives and reviews grants for 
public funding

• R01 (and equivalent) awards 
provide bulk project funding

• Top line budget comes from 
annual federal budget



The NIH and R01 Grants

Budget doubling: 1998-2003

Funding decline• Dollars
• Adjusted Dollars



The NIH and R01 Grants

• Where does the money go?

• Does it concentrate with people 
who already have funding?



No! • Gini coefficient – measures degree of 
inequality (often income inequality)

• Dollars
• Adjusted Dollars



• Gini coefficient – measures degree of 
inequality (often income inequality)But wait!









• Problems with concentrating funds:
• Less about funds
• More about diverse idea pool

• Uncorrelated approaches maximize 
reward while minimizing risk.

• The NIH budget will have to be 
increase (right? …. right?).

• When that increase comes, it is 
important to maximize idea diversity 
by supporting a broader base of 
scientists.



• Thanks!


